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What our parents say...

First Tee has been an
amazing introduction to
golf for my child and our

family. Thank you!

We love First Tee and
highly recommend it to

friends!

We LOVE this program!

This was an amazing
experience and we look

forward to doing it again.

Love this program. Thank
you for everything.

Excellent experience
every time- what a

beautiful program and
pleasant coaches and

workers! Gem!

Our boys look forward to
their golf lessons every

week. Thanks to the
coach😊

My daughter loves
coming to golf with her

friends and her amazing
coaches

My son loved it and we
will be registering

again next season.



Our Mission
Our mission is to positively impact the lives of Central
Florida youth by providing educational programs that
build character, instill life-enhancing values and
promote healthy choices through the game of golf. 

We are 1 of 156
Chapters
Worldwide 

We impact
100,000 of the 3.2
Million Young
People reached
each year by the
First Tee Network

Message from Brian Boone, Board Chair
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Dear Chapter Stakeholders,

Growing up here in Florida, I was blessed with parents who provided an example of what it
means to invest in the next generation, giving of their time, talent, and treasure. When I was
asked to step up as the next Board Chair of First Tee – Central Florida, it was not a decision I took
lightly, I viewed it as a duty and honor to give back through the game that has given me so
much, and what I want for our next generation.

Our mission remains as relevant as ever. It is with sincere praise for everyone who made 2023
the success it was, for the reasons that matter most.  Staying true to our five-year strategic plan,
we welcomed a record number of kids and teens to the game of golf to teach life skills,
strengthen character and deepen core values. Our Community Program, which brings First Tee –
Central Florida to underserved and underrepresented communities, grew by six new locations.
Retention of 10 – 14-year-olds, our most vulnerable population, rose again. Reaching populations
where girls and boys are the first in their family to be introduced to the game of golf increased. 

To the First Tee – Central Florida team of coaches and staff members,
thank you for your tireless contribution to the kids and teens we serve.

To my fellow board members, to our donors and sponsors, be proud of
your investment in our next generation, through the game of golf and
First Tee – Central Florida.

Please enjoy highlights of 2023 on the ensuing pages.

Sincerely,



Dear Chapter Supporters,

Serving as your new Executive Director provided a year filled with purpose, passion and
promises kept.

48 hours in, a coach arrived at our chapter office to retrieve sets of youth clubs and
welcome goodie bags for the start of a new program session.  He had a booming voice and
a soft smile.  I asked, “Phil, why do you serve as a First Tee Coach?”  Without missing a beat,
he responded with pride for the organization he represented and with resolute purpose,
“Because I know I can make a difference.  Just last week a student ran up excited to share
what happened at school.  ‘Coach Phil!  You know how you said I have the choice to be a
part of a problem or a part of a solution?  Today I chose to be a part of a solution by letting
a teacher know a kid was being bullied and she stopped it!’  Phil continued, “That’s not
always the case, but it is often the case.”

Two months in I sought out First tee alum, Matthew Large, this chapter’s very first student
back in 2012. I wanted to know what Matthew gained as a First Tee student and what if
anything transferred to his career.  Matthew enthusiastically shared, “I enjoyed the
visualization exercises about what I wanted for my future.  I always loved cars and keeping
that top of mind led me to discover my neighbor was a dealer who ended up being my
mentor in the auto industry.  I was taught goal setting which is still relevant as the owner of
my own dealership.”  Matthew channeled his passion for what First Tee – Central Florida
does for youth, taking it upon himself to locate a 15-passenger van our chapter needed to
close the gap between kids wanting to be a part of our program and the lack of
transportation.  Matthew’s passion for what First Tee did for him inspired him to donate the
cost to transport the van from out of state, along with registration and tag fees.

A few months later I met a widow.  She and her husband intended for their three daughters
to grow up playing golf.  I assured her it was not too late.  This family was experiencing
paralyzing financial strain due to the sudden loss of income and health coverage.  
Demonstrating how we break down barriers to get into the game of golf, the girls came to
the office to be fitted for their sets of clubs and began their program free of charge.  First
Tee – Central Florida lived up to the promise that no family is turned away due to the
inability to pay.  Once a week these sweet girls experience another promise – to feel safe to
learn. 

To the families and communities we embrace and serve who find purpose in the programs
we provide, thank you.  To our supporters whose passion financially fuels our ability to keep
our promises, thank you.  To the First Tee – Central Florida team who delivers purposeful
programs with unparalleled passion, thank you.

Together, we are Game Changers!

With gratitude,

A Message from the Executive Director Thank you Chris Barley

Thank you Jerramy Hainline and NBC Sports NEXT

Private Wealth Advisor, Chris Barley has
been involved with First Tee before the
inception of the Central Florida Chapter.  
As a First Tee Trustee, Chris committed to
giving well over $1,000,000 to the
organization starting in 2012. To date, our
Central Florida chapter has been the
recipient of his generous giving, now
exceeding $500,000.  

Jerramy Hainline became a First Tee -
Central Florida Board Director in 2020. His
conviction to make golf accessible and
golf instruction affordable for all kids and
teens in Central Florida is what drives
Jerramy to connect our organization with
businesses and community leaders who
share his vision. Thanks to Jerramy, these
relationships and his own generosity has
now surpassed $300,000 in giving to our
chapter.



I began coaching at the First Tee in 2012 at the San
Francisco chapter and got immediately connected with
the purpose of the organization and the work with the
children.

It was fascinating to see the engagement of the students
and their happiness as they progressed and were able to
hit "that" shot that we all know the feeling and that keeps
us coming back.

At the First Tee Central Florida chapter, I am able to
expand my involvement with the organization and spread
my love of golf to many developing youngsters as well as
instilling in them character building values that they can
use for the rest of their lives.

After all these years involved with  First Tee and seeing all
the positive results, I am very motivated to continue
sharing my love for the game and developing these
youngsters into responsible citizens.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the
development of these girls and boys.        ~ Filipe

From Filipe Gurjao- 2023 Coach of the Year

Coach Filipe with a First Tee participant

Coaches
Jorge Arteta
Lisa Coe
David Chong
Mariel Galdiano
Phillip Geiger
Ryan Gomes
Andrew Gottlieb
Filipe Gurjao
Brock Hildebrand
Megan Johnston
Bretton Mackiewicz
Doug Schafer

Tano Melatin
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Staff
Wanda Brewer Ickes
Executive Director

Julie Leventhal, 
Sr Dir of Programs &
Operations

Mike Coutu,
Finance Mgr and
Equipment Donation
Program

Jimi Morotti
Program Coordinator

First Tee is a youth development organization that
enables kids to build the strength of character that

empowers them through a lifetime of new challenges. By
seamlessly integrating the game of golf with a life skills
curriculum, we create active learning experiences that

build inner strength, self-confidence, and resilience that
kids can carry to everything they do. We’re Building
Game Changers through our junior golf programs.

Volunteers
Joseph Eubank
Bill Lindquist
Michael Marini
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Edwin Padilla
Tom Pasha
Chris Reagan
Danny Seman
Todd Simmons
Rob Snyder
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New Coaches
 First Tee National

Opportunities
Awarded to our Chapter

20

Elementary and K-8
schools in Central Florida

delivering First Tee's  School
Program

Participants receiving
financial assistance in  

programs

39%
Female participation in
First Tee's Golf Course

Program

Participants in First Tee's
Golf Course Program from

diverse backgrounds

49%

9
People

4
New Board
Members

2
New Advisory

Board Members

Places

Central Florida Golf
Locations in Lake, Orange,

Osceola, and Seminole,
Counties

Metrics

879
First Tee Program Kids and
Teens at golf courses and

practice facilities  after
School

2023 By the Numbers

Retention Rate 
48%

5

2023 Course Partners

Turkey Lake

Altamonte Springs

Orange County

Lake County

Seminole County Osceola County

Women's Golf Indoor Facility

16%

Lake Mary

Orlando Lake Lorne Doone Park



Empowering Girls 
Through Golf!

In 2023, we held 12 Girls
Golf events with over
250 First Tee girls! Some
of the highlights were
January’s Lunar New
Year event featuring
Epson Tour
professionals, our 4th
annual Girls Golf
Olympics, and our year
end Girls Golf Gala! One
of our members, Bella
Miller, was selected to
represent our site at the
“All In at the Hay”
fundraiser at Pebble
Beach ahead of the U.S.
Women’s Open! 



Provides opportunities for kids to begin competition
in a friendly team environment! In our second
season,  we had two full teams Outreach

In 2023 we  GREW our community impact!  
We continued with students from
Northwest and brought back
Rosemont Community Center who
attended weekly classes at Lake Lorna
Doone Park
We welcomed students from the
Winter Park Community Center at
Winter Park 9, Tangelo Park
Elementary at Tangelo Park, the
Salvation Army,  Wendover’s
Wellington Park in Apopka, Elevate
Orlando and the S Orlando Y.



4th Annual Bay Hill Short Game and Goal
Setting Bootcamp:
Teens refined their short game skills while
receiving “Design Your Life” Curriculum by
alum Bobby Sena with the Rollins Social
Impact Hub

Mentor Cup- Myrtle Beach, SC. Teens and preteens were
given the opportunity to apply to select one mentor in
their life and compete against other First Tee
mentor/mentee pairs in Myrtle Beach!

With support from the PGA TOUR Superstore’s Teen Retention
Initiative, First Tee - Central Florida held life changing  
opportunities for our teens and preteens locally. 

Players Club: Founded by our Program Coordinator,
Jimi Morotti, our teens met on Friday afternoons
during the summer to play 9 holes and share a meal.
Players Club created bonding moments between
teens and gave them a safe space on Friday
afternoons into the early evenings!

Focus on: Teen Retention

Quarterly teen education sessions:
Teens were provided opportunities to
attend panel discussions throughout
the year with topics such as mental
wellness and careers in golf.

Standard Bearers at the Arnold Palmer Invitational:
Teens walked inside the ropes serving as Standard
Bearers. They met Jordan Spieth to thank him in
person for a grant for our Mentor Program.



Bretton Mackiewicz- First Tee National
Championship and First Tee PURE

Insurance Open benefiting First Tee.
Stanford University, CA

Pebble Beach, CA

First Tee offers teens exciting opportunities for growth. With
support from corporate partners, First Tee headquarters
hosts a series of events for our participants, allowing them to
meet new people, play some golf,  and achieve greatness. As
a chapter we were proud to have 9 selections to National
Opportunities in 2023.

Aryana Persuad- First Tee
National Leadership Summit in
Partnership with the PGA TOUR
Superstore, John Deer Drive Your
Future Academy, and Go for the
Greens Conference.

Emigrant, MT
San Francisco, CA

Orlando, FL

National Opportunities

Bella Blesso- First Tee Leadership
Summit in Partnership with the
PGA TOUR Superstore.

Atlanta, GA

Luis Santana- First Tee Game Changers
Academy and First Tee Innovator’s Summit.

Philadelphia, PA
Ponte Vedra, FL



In 2023, the first scholarships were awarded from the Arnold
Palmer Scholarship Program at First Tee - Central Florida to
deserving graduating seniors and alumni. Applications were
scored on academic merit, financial need, chapter participation
and service, an essay, and interview. The announcement was
made during API’s Youth Day.

Aliya Carmino- First Tee Leadership
Summit in Partnership with the PGA TOUR
Superstore, Go for the Greens Conference.

Atlanta, GA
Orlando, FL

Maya Carmino- First Tee Game Changer's
Academy, Go for the Greens Conference.

Philidelphia, PA
Orlando, FL

Arnold &Winnie 
Palmer Foundation Scholarship at First Tee - Central Florida  

Brock Hildebrand- First Tee - Central
Florida graduate attending UCF. Brock
was a First Tee participant for 9 years

and remains involved as a coach.

Sara Rintoul- First Tee - Central
Florida graduate attending UF. Sara

was a First Tee participant for 8 years
and after graduation will be working

for Proctor and Gamble.

Cole Chastain- First Tee - Central
Florida graduate attending LeTourneu

University. Cole remains active as a
First Tee volunteer in Texas and is a
member of LeTourneau’s golf team. 



Winter Park Amateur
Championship
Hosted by Winter Park Golf
Course
and The City of Winter Park
Presented by Wendover

In 2023 we hosted 6 unique fundraisers throughout the year.
This year's Swing for the King was extra special with the
addition of a dinner & auction the night before teeing it up!

11th Annual Swing for the King
Hosted by Arnold Palmer's Bay Hill Club
Sponsored by Dave & CJ Harris
Tournament Presented by Ravago for the 5th
straight year!

Fundraisers

3rd Annual Central Florida Cup
Hosted by Alaqua Country Club
Eagle Sponsor NBC Sports Next

10 Five Member Teams crowd sourced team
donations before competing in a 27 hole challenge.  
Team Interlachen was our Gross winner, and Team

Winter Park Racquet Club was our Net winner.

The next morning foursomes took to the course
for an 18-hole shamble.  On course contests and
lots of great golf was enjoyed by all.  
2023 winners:  Team Assurance Partners, 2nd
place Team Orlando Health-Jewett Orthopedic,
3rd place Team Dave Harris.  

120 Men, Women, Boys and
Girls competed in their

respective categories for the
coveted, Amateur Champion

of 2023! First Tee kids received
a scholarship from First Tee

Trustee, Chris Barley to cover
their entry fees. Our very own

First Tee teen and youth
coach, Bretton Mackiewicz
medaled as the Women's

Amateur Champion!

A new event was added to this year's lineup --
Chef's Bourbon & Bacon Experience!  Top tier
sponsors and their guests experienced an
entertaining, educational and delicious bourbon
and bacon pairings before being joined by
additional sponsors and their guests for live
music, food stations, open bar and a live auction.  



Fundraisers

Heat Check Cup
Hosted by Topgolf Orlando
Presented by Jersey Mike's

High school students representing their schools competed
for the inaugural, Heat Check Cup. Teams enjoyed a hot
breakfast buffet, three hours of fun competition, and a golf
fitness analysis by Orlando Health - Jewett Orthopedic.  
Windermere High School won in a scorecard playoff
against Olympia High School. Olympia High School was the
highest fundraising team and the recipient of a Jersey
Mike's meal!

Final Drive On Course
Hosted by Alaqua Country Club

Foursomes comprised of an Ambassador (donor)
and their new to First Tee guests, enjoyed lunch
donated by Jersey Mike's and a leisurely round of
golf. The experience was rounded out with heavy
hors devours in the clubhouse during a presentation
by First Tee staff who were once First Tee kids, one of
our teens who is a Youth Coach, and a mom sharing
how First Tee is a safe haven for her girls after
tragically losing their father.  

Johnston Family Golf Day
Hosted by Orange County National

Presented by Whiting Turner

Families enjoyed 9-hole rounds in the morning and in the
afternoon teeing it up to enjoy golf as a family sport and
yummy pizza donated by Andy Rosen and Celebration
Restaurants! Coach Megan Johnston welcomed players
with a heartfelt message about golf shaping her youth
and providing a career she loves, and her hope for her
own daughters' access to the game.  



Programs
45.2%

Administrative
25.8%

Fundraising
22.3%

Operating
6.7%

2023 Financials

Revenue
Investments                                            $44,000
Operations                                                $31,089
Program Service Fees                         $109,078
Individual Donors                                  $42,144
Fundraising Events                            $249,538
Grants and Corporate Support         $380,370

Expenditures
Operations                                            $42,389
Programs                                           $286,724
Fundraising                                       $141,606
Administration                                 $163,625
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Our Supporters Thank you for a terrific 2023!
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